(CONTINUED FROM OPFOSITE SIDE) ' a“ f f h o ' f gbc diﬁ{;ﬂ not mpugnlnl
- ives, thall have authority to makslaws in all cafes for the good government of s ugoant |
ft:; rc:‘i'n:?‘;;l:s af:}:; articles in thisy ordinance eftablithed and declared. And all bills having p;ﬂed b){_’ _!:, ml{‘)ﬂil ati':c }u&
hioule, and by a majority ia the council, fhall be referred to the governor for his affent; but no billor leg oo e
whatever, fhall be of any force without his ;ﬂe};&gg 'I'h:‘!govemor fhall have power to convene, prorogue an vy
" 1 affembly, when in his opinien it fhall be expedient, e ‘e
thg]‘ﬁn;r):cranm' juggcs, legiflative gouncil, fecretary, and fuch other officers as Congre(s fhall appoint in ,xge ﬁmr;,&.
(hall take an oath or afirmation of fidelity, and of office, the governor before the prefident of Congrefs, and all other
officers before the governor.  As foon as a legiflature fhall be formed in the diftrid, the council and houfe, aflembled in
oneroom, fhall have authority by joint ga!lot K})x eled a delegate to Congrefs, who fhall have a feat in Congrefls, witha
i ing, but not of voting, during this temporary governmect, :
“gAh;c? fn‘ri?;:::lnd%n the fundamental princi is of civil and religious liberty, which form the bafis whercon thefe repub-
lics, thirlaws and conflitutions are erected; to fix and cﬂa}bhih thqfe pngc!ples as the bn{'ns of all laws, conflitutious
and governments, which foréever hereafter fhall be formed in the faid territory ;--~to provide alfo for the eftablithment
of fiates, and permanent government therein, and for their admiffion toa {hare in the federal councils or as equal foor-
ing with the original ftates, at as carly periods as may be confiftent with the general interefl : _
glt is hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforefaid, That the following articles fhall be confidered as articles
of compa& between the eriginal flates and the people and Rates in the faid temritory, and forever remain unalterable,
unlefs by common confent, towit:
ur;nidy; the Firfi.” No p;w("on. demeaning himfelfhiu ; ;;ucegb!e and orderly maoner, fhall ever be molefied on account
his mode of worfhip or religious fentiments in the faid territory. . . '
ofAr:icle the S:cond.mThe inghabinnts of the faid territory thall always be enticled to the benefits of the writ of ha~
beas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate reprefentation of the pcgf!e in the legiflature, and of judici-
ul proceedingsacording to the courfe of the common law ; al perfons fhall be bailable unlefs for capital offences, where
the proof: thall be evident, or the prefumption grear; all fines fhall be moderate, .and no cruel or unufual punifiments
thall be inflited ; no man fhall be deprived of his liberty or property but by the judgment of his peers, or the law ofthé
fand ; and thould the public exigencies make it neceflary for the commou pmfervﬁrhn‘m;uke any perfon’s progerty, of
ve demand his particular fervices, full compenfation fhall be mads for.the fame ; — and in the juft prefervation of rights
and property it is anderitood and'declared, that nolaw oughtcver to be made, or have force in the faid territory, that
fhall it any manner whatever interfere with, or affect private contracts or engagements, bona fide and without fraud
revioully formed.
ﬁ‘ An;chyme Third. Religion, morality and knowledge, being neceflary to good government and the happinefs of
mankind, fchools and the means of education fhall forever be encouraged. The utmoft good faith fhall always be obferved
towardsthe Indians ; their lands and property fhall never be taken from them witheut their coufent ; andin ﬂm'r proper-
ty, rights and liberty, they never fhall be invaded or difturbed, unlefs in juft ane lawful wars authorifed by Congrefs 3
but laws founded in jultice and humaniry thall from time to tims be made, for preventing wrongs being done 1o them;
and for preferving peace and friendfhip with them. -
Article the Fourth. The faid territory, and thz Rates which may be formed therein, fhall forever remain a part of
thisconfederacy of the United States of America, {ubjec to the articles of confederation, and to fuch alterations therein
as fhall be coaflitutionally made ; andto all the atts and ordinaaces of the United Ratesin Congrefs affembled, conform-
able-thereto: <The inhabitants and fettlers in the faid territory, fhall be fabje& to pay a part of the fedcral debts con-
tracted or. tobe contraéted, and a proportional part of the expencés of government, to be apportioned on them by Con-
grefs, according to the fame common rule and meafure by which :}meﬁanménts thereof ﬂnﬁ be made on the other flatvs;
“and the taxes for paying their proportion, fhall be laid and levied by the authority asd difetsion of the legiflatures of
the diftri& or diftricts or new flates, as in the original ates, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Con-
-grels affembled. *The legillatures of thofe diftricts, ornew Rates, fhall never Interfefe with the primary difpofal of the .
oil by the United States in Congrefsatfembled, nor with any regulations Congrefs may find negeflary for fectring the
title in fuch foil to the bona fide purchaférs. No tax fhall be impofed od lands the property of the Usited Stares s
and in no cafe fhallnon-refident proprietors be taxed higher than refidents. The navigable waters leading into the Mi(=
fifippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places berweenthe fame thall be common highways, and forever free. as well
to the inhabirants of the faidterritory, as to the citizéns of the United States, and thofe of any other flates that muy
" bz admitted into the confederacy, without any rax, impoft or duty therefor. = -

Articls the Fifth. - There fhall be formed in the (aid territory, not lefs than three nor more than five flates; and the
boundaries of the Rares, as foon as Virginia fhall alter her act of ceffion aad confent to the fame, fhail become fixed and
eftablithed as follows, 1o wit: The weftern flatein the faid territory, thall be bounded by the Miflifippi, the Ohio and
Wabath rivers; a dired line drawn from the Wabath and Poft Vincent’s due north to the territorial line between the
United States and Canada, and by the faid territorial line to the lake of the Woods and Mifi‘xﬁppi. 1he middle Faie
fhall be bounded by the faid direét line, the Wabath from Poft Vincent’s to the Ohio; by the Ghio, by a dirett liie
drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Mjami to the faid territorial line, and by the faid territorial line. I he
eaftern Rate fhall be bounded by the lait mentioned direet line, the Ohio, Pennfylvania, and the faid territorial line;
Provided however, and it is further underftood and declared, thatthe boundaries of thefe three flates, fhall be fubjiet
fo farto be altered, that if Congrefs fhall hereafter find it expedient, they thall have authority to form one or two flatcy
in that part of the faid territory which lies north of an eat and weft line drawn through the foutherly bend o1 cxircme
of lake Michigan : and whenever any of the faid fates fhall have fixty thoufand free inhabitants thercin, fuch fate
fhall bs admirted by irs delegates into the Congrefs of the United flates, on an equal footing with the original flares in
all refpeds whatever ; and thall be at liberty to form a permanent conflitution and ftare government : Providud the con-
ftitution and government fo 1o be formed, t{aﬂ be republican, and in conformity to the principles eonrainéd in thife
articl=s; and fo far as it can beconfiftent with the general interefl of the confederacy, fuc iffien thall be allowdd
at an earlier period, and when there may be a lefs number of free inhabitants ju the fiate than fixty theufand.

Article the Sixth, There fhall be neither flavery nor involuntary fervitude in the fuid territory, otheiw ife than in
punithment of crimes whereof the party thall have been duly convicted: Provided always, that any perfon efeaping in-
to the fame, from whom labor or fervice is lawfully claimed 1 any one of the original fates, fuch fugitive may be law ~
full!ay {eclaéngcd daxgd c;nveyegi to the pzri'oxé ch'xil?inghhis c}r ‘he; labor or fervice as aforefaid. : ‘
' Be it ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the refolutions of the 23d o i b :
this ordinance, be, and the fame are hereby repealed and declared null andavnig. Abarss 4 184 T 10 i Tbiee of
i DONE by the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS affembled, the 13th day of July, in the yearcf curlerd

1787, and og thi fovere.gnty and independence the 12th,
7 (24 /

The Northwest Ordinance (1787)
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The printed text of the Ordinance, signed by Charles Thomson, Secretary of the Congress, is from records of
the Northwest Territory. The Northwest Ordinance is also a landmark in the progress of education in the
United States. “Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged,” it states. The States formed, in
whole or part, from the Northwest Territory are: Ohio (1803), Indiana (1816), Illinois (1818), Michigan (1837),
and Wisconsin (1848).




